
                        ©2003 by the State of California. All rights reserved.
May not be copied or reused without express written permission of the publisher.

click here to
BUY THIS BOOK

Excerpted from

http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/3805001.html


Monterey County

Monterey County’s coast line is one of the most beau tiful in the state, stretch ing from 
the flat coastal plain around Monterey Bay in the north, through the steep hills of
the Monterey Pen insula, to the mag nificent, rug ged Big Sur Coast.

Monterey Bay was sighted in 1542 by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo, and vis ited again 60 years later
by Sebastián Vizcaíno, who named it in honor of his Mex ican vice roy, the Count of Monte Rey. In
1770 Gaspar de Portolá and Pa dre Junípero Serra es tablished the Pre sidio and the sec ond Cal i-
for nia mis sion. The set tle ment was im me di ately suc cess ful largely be cause of abun dant tim ber,
fertile soil, and mild weather.

Prior to Span ish set tlement, the Monterey Bay area was in habited by the Ohlone, or Costanoan
Indians, who were hunter-gatherers, shell fish be ing their pri mary food source. Dur ing the Span ish
oc cu pa tion the In di ans were con cen trated in the mis sions, but fol low ing the sec u lar iza tion of the
missions by the Mexicans, the In dians were dis persed and even tually dis appeared. By 1920,
there were only 56 sur viving Costanoans. 

Moss Land ing, the north ernmost coastal town in Monterey, was es tablished in the 1860s by Cap -
tain Charles Moss, and soon be came a bus tling har bor and whal ing sta tion. Now it is a plea sure
and fish ing boat har bor, with an tique shops, flea mar kets, and restaurants.

Monterey Pen insula, at the south west end of Monterey Bay, is the fo cal point of the county, with
its towns of Monterey, Pa cific Grove, Peb ble Beach, and Car mel. His torically, the city of Monterey
was the cap ital of Alta Cal ifornia un der both Span ish and Mex ican rule. To day, the “Path of His -
tory” me anders through the city and passes many his toric build ings and sites. Can nery Row,
made fa mous by John Steinbeck’s novel, Can nery Row, was the site of flour ishing sar dine can -
neries in the 1940s un til the sar dines sud denly van ished in 1951. Al though the sar dines later re -
turned, the can ning in dustry did not, and Can nery Row is now a tourist at traction with shops,
res tau rants, and gal ler ies. 

Pacific Grove, on the north side of the pen insula, is noted for its beau tiful flow ering ice plant,
Mes em bry an the mum, and the mil lions of Mon arch but terflies that win ter in the the trees. Sev en-
teen-Mile Drive winds through the for ested hills of the Del Monte For est and along the rocky coast 
of Peb ble Beach. Car mel-by-the-Sea, lo cated at the south west edge of the pen insula, is a Med i-
terranean-like vil lage that has be come a mecca for both art ists and tour ists with its shops on the
hill, sail boats on the wa ter, and clean, white sandy beach on Car mel Bay.

South of Car mel is Point Lobos State Re serve, a mag nificent head land with trails lead ing through
Monterey cypress groves and along the shore, tidepools rich in aquatic life, and abun dant ma rine
life such as sea lions and sea ot ters in the off shore kelp beds.

South of Point Lobos, High way 1 nar rows and winds along the Big Sur Coast be tween the steep
Santa Lu cia Moun tains and the spar kling Pa cific Ocean. There are many pull-outs with spectacu-
lar vis tas, and several pub lic pic nic ar eas and beaches along High way 1; Los Pa dres Na tional
Forest, which in cludes the Ventana Wil derness, be gins at the coast and stretches in land for miles, 
providing nu merous hik ing trails and camp sites. The orig inal in habitants of the Big Sur Coast
were the Esselen In dians, who lived from Point Sur to Lu cia; the Salinans, who lived south of Lu -
cia; and the Costanoans, who lived along the coast from the Palo Col orado Canyon to the Big Sur 
River mouth.
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For more in formation on Monterey County’s coast, write or call: Monterey
Peninsula Cham ber of Com merce, 380 Alvarado (P.O. Box 1770), Monterey
93940, (831) 648-5360 or see www.mpcc.com; Pa cific Grove Cham ber of
Commerce, For est and Cen tral Av enues (P.O. Box 167B), Pa cific Grove
93950, (831) 373-3304 or see www.pacificgrove.org; or Car mel Cal ifornia
Visitor and In formation Cen ter, San Carlos be tween 5th and 6th Av enues
(P.O. Box 4444), Carmel 93921, (831) 624-2522 or see carmelcalifornia.org.

For tran sit in formation, con tact Monterey-Salinas Tran sit: One Ryan Ranch
Road, Monterey 93940, (831) 8999-2555 or 424-7695 or see www.mst.org.



Wetlands

Wetlands are ar eas where the land meets the wa ter
in a grad ual tran sition, char acterized by wet soils
or by plants adapted to a wet en vironment; a va ri-

ety of coastal ar eas are cat egorized as wetlands, in cluding
salt marshes, freshwater or brackish wa ter marshes, shal -
low-water la goons, tidal mud flats, salt flats, and fens. 

Coastal wetlands are usu ally cre ated by the flow of sed iments
into a bay, river mouth,or other shal low area, form ing a delta.
This delta grad ually builds up to an el evation above low tide
level; at that point, plants such as cordgrass and other salt
marsh spe cies move in. These plants slow the cur rents and
trap more sed iments, caus ing the wetlands to ex pand fur ther.
As more sed iment be comes trapped on the delta, up land
plant spe cies take over, con verting prior wetlands to up lands.

Thus, like most nat ural land forms, wetlands are continually
subject to periodic creation and change.

Up un til 500 years ago, wetlands covered over 300,000 acres
of Cal ifornia’s coastal ar eas, not in cluding the San Fran cisco
Bay area. Only 70,000 acres of coastal wetlands re main to -
day. Diking and fill ing of wetlands for de velopment pro jects
account for much of this loss. In ad dition, soil ero sion from
hillsides has tri pled the rate of sed imentation of wetlands dur -
ing the last hun dred years. If wet land sed imentation con tinues
at this level, many re maining wetlands will be lost as well.

Ecologists have found that coastal wetlands are es sential
habitats for certain fish, birds, and mam mals; in ad dition,
many mi gratory ducks, geese, and shorebirds de pend on
wetlands for feed ing and nest ing. San Diego Bay wetlands,
for ex ample, sea sonally sup port more than 180 spe cies of
birds, 50 spe cies of mam mals, 43 spe cies of fish, and thou -
sands of smaller or ganisms such as crabs, mus sels, and
ghost shrimp. Elkhorn Slough in Monterey County con tains
similar num bers of spe cies, in cluding more than 90,000 gaper 
clams, one of the spe cies sought by clammers.

Many of the spe cies of birds and mam mals listed by the De -
partment of Fish and Game as en dangered in Cal ifornia are
ei ther di rectly de pend ent on or some how as so ci ated with
wetlands; these in clude the salt marsh har vest mouse, the
Cal i for nia clap per rail, and the Cal i for nia least tern.

Wetlands also pro vide a num ber of di rect and in direct ben efits
to hu mans. They help sta bilize shore lines and ab sorb flood
waters, less ening the need for costly flood con trol mea sures;
futhermore they pu rify coastal wa ters through nat ural sew age
treat ment, trap ping sed i ments that would oth er wise fill nav i ga -
tion chan nels. Wetlands are also sig nificant rec reation re -
sources and pro vide op portunities for fish ing and bird
watching, as well as for na ture study and scientific re search.

Since wetlands are so valuable from both an eco nomic and
biologic stand point, the Cal ifornia Coastal Act, along with
many other fed eral and state stat utes and reg ulations, man -
dates gov ern men tal reg u la tion in these ar eas to pro tect and
re store Cal i for nia’s wetlands.
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Elkhorn Slough, Near Kirby Park Fishing Ac cess



ZMUDOWSKI STATE BEACH: 177 acres. Lands ad jacent to Giberson Road are pri vate;
do not tres pass. Board walk leads through dunes to sandy beach; pop ular for fish ing and
clamming.  Haz ardous rip tides. No fires, no dogs. Nat ural his tory tours sub ject to ranger
availability. For in formation, call:  (831) 649-2836.

MOSS LAND ING STATE BEACH: Also known as Jetty Beach. 55-acre dune and sea shore
park; a Pa cific Fly way stop over. Birdwatching is pop ular. Offshore fish ing, surf ing, and wind -
surf ing are pop u lar ac tiv i ties. Strong tides are haz ard ous. Chem i cal toi lets avail able. No dogs
or fires. No fee. Park ing lot closes ½ hour be fore sun set. For in formation, call: (831) 649-2836.

ELKHORN SLOUGH: Tidal slough used ex tensively for re search and ed ucation. The en -
dangered Cal ifornia brown pel ican is found here; the pere grine fal con and golden ea gle
are also seen. Har bor seals and sea ot ters are also pres ent.

Elkhorn Slough Na tional Estuarine Re search Reserve en compasses 1,400 acres of wet -
land and up land habitat. Five miles of trails; a wheel chair-accessible path leads to an over -
look. The vis itor cen ter has in terpretive dis plays, do cent-led walks on weekends, park ing,
and wheel chair-accessible restrooms.  Fee charged; free en trance with Cal ifornia Wild life
Campaign pass, or valid fish ing or hunt ing li cense.  Re serve open 9 AM-5 PM, Wed.-Sun.
No fish ing, hunt ing or boat ing on the Reserve. For in formation, call: (831) 728-2822 or see
www.elkhornslough.org.

KIRBY PARK: A pub lic fish ing ac cess at the north east end of the slough, off Kirby Rd.,
west of Elkhorn Road. A mile-long paved wheel chair-accessible trail runs north along the
slough. Boat ramp with boat ing floats and kay aks. Por table restrooms and bar rier free ac -
cess to wa terfront for fish ing. Ac cess is avail able to Elkhorn Slough Pre serve at north end
of Kirby Park. Hours: 5 AM-10 PM daily. For in formation, call: (831) 633-2461.

MOSS LAND ING WILDLIFE AREA: Lo cated on the north west side of Elkhorn Slough, op -
posite the Na tional Re serve, the wild life area fea tures roost ing grounds for Cal ifornia
brown pel icans. There is a trail system and small park ing lot. Sea sonal clo sures to pro tect
the snowy plo ver. For in formation, call: (831) 649-2870.

MOSS LAND ING HAR BOR: The T-shaped har bor is con sidered to be an ex tremely safe ref -
uge; used for com mercial fish ing, re search vessels, and plea sure boat ing. Fa cilities in clude
slips and dry stor age, fuel dock, pump-out sta tion, sup plies, bait and tackle, res taurants, show -
ers, and wheel chair-accessible restrooms. The North Har bor area has a 2-lane boat ramp; fee
charged. The har bor of fice is at the South Har bor; park ing and fish ing at the south jetty. For in -
formation, call: (831) 633-2461.

SALINAS RIVER STATE BEACH: 246 acres. Board walk and steep dune trails lead to the
beach. Main park ing lot off Molera Road at end of Monterey Dunes Way. Smaller lot at end
of Potrero Road off Hwy. 1. Fish ing, clam ming and hik ing. No dogs and no fires al lowed.
Horses per mitted on the beach and on interdune trail only. In formation: (831) 649-2836.
The 367-acre Sa linas River Na tional Wild life Ref uge is lo cated just south of the State
Beach; there is a trail and park ing.  For in formation, call: (510) 792-0222.

145

NAME LO CA TION

eeF
gnikraP/ecnartnE

gnikraP

s
moortseR

draugefiL

dnuorgp
maC

srewohS

stiperiF

hcaeB
otsriatS

hcaeB
ot

htaP

htaPekiB

liarT
gnikiH

delbasiDrofseitilicaF

seitilicaF
gnitaoB

gnihsiF

liarT
nairtseuqE

hcaeBydnaS

senuD

erohSykcoR

hcaeB
morf

dnalpU

rodirroC
maertS

ffulB

dnalte
W

Zmudowski State Beach Foot of Giberson Rd., north of Moss Land ing • • • • • • • •

Moss Land ing State Beach Hwy. 1 at Jetty Rd., Moss Land ing • • • • • • •

Elkhorn Slough E. of Hwy. 1 at Moss Land ing • • • • • • •

Kirby Park Kirby Rd., W. of Elkhorn Rd., Moss Land ing • • • • • • •

Moss Land ing Wildlife Area Northwest side of Elkhorn Slough • • • •

Moss Land ing Harbor Sandholdt Rd., W. of Hwy. 1, Moss Land ing • • • • • • • •

Salinas River State Beach W. of Hwy.1 at Potrero Rd., Moss Land ing • • • • • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
MOSS LANDING / ELKHORN SLOUGH
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Marina State Beach



MONTEREY BAY SANC TUARY SCE NIC TRAIL: The Monterey County
section of the Sce nic Trail is known as the Monterey Bay Coastal Trail. This
29-mile multi-use trail stretches from Castroville to Lover’s Point in Pa cific
Grove. The path ac commodates walk ers, jog gers, skat ers, and cy clists.
With lim ited ex ceptions the trail is sep arated from the road. For maps and
details see www.mtycounty.com/pgs-parks/bike-path.

MARINA DUNES R.V. PARK: Take the Res ervation Road exit off Hwy.
1, go west, then right on Dunes Drive. Pri vate R.V. camp ground with 65
sites and all hook ups. Fee. Pets on leash al lowed. Res ervations rec om-
mended. Beach ac cess is via Ma rina State Beach to the west. In forma-
tion: (831) 384-6914.

MARINA STATE BEACH: 170 acres dunes and beach. Main en trance
at foot of Res ervation Road. Pop ular fish ing beach. Hang-glid ing deck
with launch ramp at main part of beach. No horses, dogs or fires. Swim -
ming is un safe due to dan gerous surf. The park ing lot and restrooms are
at the main en trance. Near the park ing lot a 2,000 foot long board walk
leads to the beach. It is wheel chair ac cessible to an ob servation plat form
at the half way point (some times closed due to sand). Pe destrian ac cess
is also avail able to the south ern part of the beach from Lake Court in Ma -
rina through a gate up a steep trail across the dunes. In formation: (831)
384-7695.

The planned Fort Ord Dunes State Park will ex tend 4 miles along the
Monterey Bay shore line be tween the cit ies of Ma rina and Sand City.
Public beach ac cess fa cilities and coastal dune res toration are ex pected
to be ma jor fea tures of the new park.

LOCKE PADDON WET LAND COM MUNITY PARK: At Res er va tion
and Sea side Roads. A pe destrian dirt path and an as phalt bi cycle path
run along the per imeter of this wet land area that hosts mi gratory fowl.
Popular for na ture walks and bird watch ing; fa cilities in clude pic nic ta bles
and wheel chair-ac ces si ble restrooms. An in ter pre tive panel pro vides in-
formation on the wetlands. Information: (831) 384-4636.

ROB ERTS LAKE: A fresh water lake with beach ac cess, lo cated in land
of High way 1 at the foot of Humboldt Street in Sea side. Used for model

boat rac ing and duck feed ing. Park ing along Rob erts Av enue. Ad joins
Monterey Bay Rec reational Trail. In formation: (831) 899-6825.

LAGUNA GRANDE: Con nected to Rob erts Lake. A fresh water lake that
is a nat ural pre serve for birds. A paved path crosses the lake via a bridge. 
Grassy pic nic ar eas with bar becue pits and play ground with vol leyball
nets for rent. Wheel chair-accessible restrooms and park ing at both west
and east sides. Ac cess lo cated off Del Monte Av enue at Vir gin and
Montecito. In for ma tion: (831) 646-3860.

MONTEREY STATE BEACH: (off Sand Dunes Drive) 22 acres of dunes
and sandy beach. Road side park ing and wheel chair ac cessible
restrooms. En trance gate is locked at night. In formation: (831)
649-2836.

DEL MONTE BEACH: An 11-acre sandy beach with a small park ing
area, board walk, pic nic ta bles and benches. At the end of Beach Way off
Del Monte Bou levard.

MONTEREY BAY PARK: (in cludes a section of Monterey State Beach)
A 19-acre lin eal beach and grassy area upcoast of Mu nicipal Wharf No.
2. The surf is haz ardous. Benches, restrooms, vol leyball courts. Sail boat
and kayak launching from beach ad jacent to wharf. Dogs are per mitted if
leashed. Fee park ing. In formation: (831) 646-3860. Beachgoers can
walk the sandy beach from Monterey State Beach to the Mu nicipal Wharf 
No. 2. The frag ile dune eco systems along this route are un der res tora-
tion. Do not dis turb. Use only des ignated walk ways.

EL ESTERO PARK: El Estero Lake at tracts ducks and other mi grating
birds. No feed ing al lowed. Fa cilities in clude a fish ing pier (fish ing li cense
required), pic nic ta bles, par course, base ball fields, benches, snack bar
and pad dle boat rent als. Den nis the Men ace Play Area con tains a South -
ern Pa cific steam lo comotive and other un usual play equip ment.
Restrooms and play area in side the play ground are wheel chair ac cessi-
ble. Open 10 AM-sun down. In formation (831) 646-3866.
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Monterey Bay Sanc tuary Scenic Trail From Castroville to Lover's Point in Pa cific Grove • • •

Marina Dunes R.V. Park 3330 Dunes Dr., Ma rina • • • • • • •

Marina State Beach Foot of Reservation Rd., Ma rina • • • • • • • • •

Locke Paddon Wetland Community Park Reservation Rd. and Seaside Ave., Ma rina • • • • • • • •

Rob erts Lake Roberts Ave. and Can yon Del Rey, Sea side • • • • •

Laguna Grande Del Monte Ave. and Can yon Del Rey, Sea side • • • • •

Monterey State Beach (off Sand Dunes Drive) Foot of Sand Dunes Dr., Monterey • • • • • •

Del Monte Beach End of Beach way off Del Monte Blvd., Monterey • • • •

Monterey Bay Park Upcoast of Mu nicipal Wharf No. 2, Monterey • • • • •

El Estero Park Del Monte Ave. and Camino El Estero, Monterey • • • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
MARINA / SEA SIDE / MONTEREY

Monterey State Beach
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Monterey Ma rina, Fish er man’s Wharf



MONTEREY BAY COASTAL TRAIL:  Runs along the old South ern Pa -
cific Rail road right-of-way the length of the City shore line for three miles
from Sea side to Lover's Point in Pa cific Grove  Benches and viewpoints
along the wheelchair-ac ces si ble trail. In for ma tion: (831) 646-3866.

MU NIC I PAL WHARF NO. 2: The wharf was built in 1926 and is used by
com mer cial fish er men. Fa cil i ties in clude a res tau rant, snack bar, bait
and tackle. Fish ing from wharf al lowed. Wheel chair-accessible
restrooms and me tered park ing. A 3-ton ca pacity coin op erated pub lic
boat hoist is avail able year round. Hoist use re quires train ing. In forma-
tion: (831) 646-3950.

MONTEREY MA RINA: The of fice is lo cated be tween Fish ermen’s
Wharf and Wharf No. 2. Fa cilities in clude a two-lane con crete pub lic
ramp open 24 hours; 412 slips. Vis iting boats up to 70 feet ac commo-
dated on a first-come, first-served ba sis. Open an chorage ex ists. Fish ing
licenses and bait and tackle avail able. No fish ing in the ma rina. Fee park -
ing. Restrooms are wheel chair ac ces si ble. In for ma tion: (831) 646-3950

FISH ER MAN'S WHARF: Fea tures res taurants, shops, gal leries and fish
markets and the Wharf Thea tre. Fish ing trips, charters and sight seeing
cruises are avail able. Whale watch ing cruises are pop ular and bird watch ing
cruises are also of fered. Fee park ing. In formation: (831) 649-6544.

CUSTOM HOUSE PLAZA: Lo cated at the foot of Fish erman’s Wharf,
Monterey State His toric Park com prises 10 his toric build ings, in cluding
the Cus tom House which was built in 1827, and which dis plays
Monterey’s Span ish, Mex i can and Na tive Amer i can her i tage. The vis i tor
center is lo cated at Stanton Cen ter at 5 Cus tom House Plaza. Open
daily. Pic nic ar eas, gar dens and vis i tor cen ter are wheel chair ac ces si ble. 
Guided tours. In formation: (831) 649-7118.

Maritime Mu seum of Monterey at 5 Cus tom House Plaza holds the Allen
Knight Col lection of ship mem orabilia and mod els. It has the first or der
Fresnel lens used for 90 years at Point Sur Light house; the lens is ac ti-
vated daily for dis play. Mu seum gift shop in cludes ship mod els. Open

daily 10 AM-5 PM. Wheel chair-ac ces si ble restrooms. In for ma tion: (831)
372-2608.

FISH ER MAN'S SHORE LINE PARK: Benches and viewpoints along a
narrow, 5-acre coast line park along the Monterey Bay Coastal Trail be -
tween Fish erman’s Wharf and the Coast Guard Break water. For park in -
formation call (831) 646-3866. On a hill ad jacent to the park is the
Presidio of Monterey Mu seum which ex plores the his tory of Monterey’s
mil i tary past. In for ma tion: (831) 646-3456.

BREAK WA TER COVE MA RINA: Lo cated at the upcoast foot of the
Coast Guard Pier, the ma rina has 60 slips, a travel lift, boat hoist, boat
storage and boat re pair fa cility. Open Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-5 PM. Fuel dock
open daily 8 AM-5 PM. Snack bar and marine re lated sales. In formation:
(831) 373-7857.

COAST GUARD PIER: There is pub lic ac cess along the rock jetty, of ten
called “The Break water”, which also serves as a haulout for seals and
sea lions. A pub lic park ing lot, launch ramp, and wheel chair-accessible
restrooms are lo cated a the foot of the break water. Show ers in restroom.
Popular fish ing and driv ing area; a stair way pro vides ac cess to San
Carlos Beach. 

SAN CARLOS BEACH PARK:  At the upcoast end of Can nery Row next
to the Coast Guard Pier, San Carlos Park is an im portant diver en try
point. There are land scaping, pic nic ta bles and stair ways and a ramp to
the beach. Wheel chair-accessible restroom and out door shower. A fee
parking lot is on the in land side of Can nery Row.

CANNERY ROW: The Row be gins near the Coast Guard Pier and par al-
lels the shore line for half a mile to the Monterey Bay Aquar ium. For the
first half of the 20th Cen tury a sar dine can ning in dustry flour ished here.
The sar dines mysteriously van ished from Monterey Bay in 1951 and
Cannery Row now hosts shops, res taurants, gal leries, pla zas and walk-
ways along the bay. The street was im mortalized by John Steinbeck. Off -
shore are the rich kelp beds that at tract di vers from around the world.

Access to the bay and beach is pro vided at nu merous points along Can -
nery Row.

AENEAS BEACH: Monterey Plaza Ho tel has a large pub lic plaza over -
looking the bay and a stair way to Aeneas Beach and its tidepools, a diver
entry point. There is also ac cess to a rocky prom ontory view point via a
walk way un der the Chart house Res tau rant.

MACABEE BEACH: Be tween McClelland and Prescott this small sandy
beach serves as an en try point for di vers. Stair way ac cess from
Steinbeck Plaza and at ei ther side of Spin drift Inn. Spin drift Inn pro vides
an out side shower on the bayside of the build ing. The Can nery Row Wel -
come Cen ter is lo cated on the Coastal Trail, one block in land from
Steinbeck Plaza. Call: (831) 373-1902.

MONTEREY BAY AQUAR IUM: Built on the site of the old Hovden Can -
nery, the Aquar ium of fers a unique in troduction to the ma rine eco sys-
tems of Monterey Bay. The in ternationally ac claimed aquar ium fea tures
numerous hab itat tanks, a three-story kelp for est ex hibit, sea ot ters,
touch tanks, an open air shorebird avi ary and a large out door view ing
plaza with con structed tidepools.

The Outer Bay Wing fea tures an imals adapted to the open sea: ocean
sunfish, yellow fin tuna, crys tal and comb jel lies, and green sea tur tles.
The mil lion gal lon tank is 35 feet deep, 90 feet long and 52 feet from front
to back. The Outer Bay gal leries also in clude hands-on ex hibits and a
learning area for young chil dren. Ed ucational pro grams, tours, and re -
search pro grams.

Restaurant and gift shop. Fully wheel chair ac cessible. The aquar ium is a
non-profit or ga ni za tion sup ported by en try fees and mem ber con tri bu -
tions. Open daily ex cept Christ mas; reg ular hours 10 AM-6 PM. In forma-
tion: (831) 648-4888 or see www.mbayaq.org.

HOSTELLING IN TER NA TIONAL, MONTEREY: Hos tel lo cated in ren o-
vated his toric car penter's un ion hall, open 8-10 AM, 5-10 PM, 11 PM cur -
few. Free park ing; for in formation, call: (831) 649-0375.
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Monterey Bay Coastal Trail Par al lel to wa ter front, Monterey • • • •

Mu nic i pal Wharf No. 2 Wharf No. 2, foot of Figueroa St., Monterey • • • • • • •

Monterey Ma rina Between Mu nicipal Wharf No. 2 and Fisherman’s Wharf, Monterey • • • • •

Fish er man’s Wharf Foot of Olivier St., Monterey • • • •

Custom House Plaza Headquarters at 20 Custom House Plaza, Monterey • • • • • •

Fish er man's Shore line Park Lighthouse Curve at Foam St., Monterey • • • • •

Break wa ter Cove Marina 32 Can nery Row, Monterey • • •

Coast Guard Pier S.E. end of Wave St., Monterey • • • • • • • •

San Carlos Beach Park Foot of Reeside Ave., Monterey • • • • • • • • • •

Can nery Row Cannery Row, Monterey • • • • • • • • •

Aeneas Beach 400 Can nery Row, Monterey • • • • •

Macabee Beach Cannery Row, be tween McClellan and Prescott aves., Monterey • • • • • • • •

Monterey Bay Aquar ium Cannery Row at Da vid Ave., Monterey • • • • • •

Hostelling In ter na tional, Monterey 778 Haw thorne St., Monterey • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
CITY OF MONTEREY



Mon arch But ter fly

The Mon arch but ter fly, Danaus plexippus, is one of
the best known of the but terflies, noted for its large
size, bright col ors, and long mi grations. The Mon -

arch be longs to a largely trop ical fam ily and, be cause it
cannot sur vive cold win ters, mi grates south each fall.

Monarch but terflies emerge from their co coons in late spring
and early sum mer. Dur ing the sum mer months the but terflies
are found dis persed through out the coun tryside, vis iting flow -
ers and feed ing on their nec tar. In fall, the but terflies as sem-
ble in great num bers in trees and bushes and, at some
unknown sig nal, rise up and be gin fly ing south ward en
masse. The Mon archs return to the same grove of trees in
which their ancestors overwintered.

At their win tering grounds they pack them selves tightly to -
gether in the trees and re main there in a state of semi-dor -
mancy un til spring. The eu calyptus or ev ergreen pines may
be so filled with but terflies that the trees ap pear or ange.
When spring ar rives, the Mon archs fly northward in dividually,
not as a band.

The life ex pectancy of a Mon arch but terfly is about a year,
and not all adults sur vive the en tire jour ney back north. Some
fly part way, lay their eggs and die; their prog eny then con -
tinue north, even as far as Can ada. The but terflies that re turn
south the fol lowing fall are the de scendants of those that mi -
grated north in the spring.

There are two ma jor pop ulations of Mon archs in the United
States. Mem bers of the east ern pop ulation mi grate as far as
3,000 miles to overwintering spots in cen tral Mex ico. The
west ern pop u la tion re turns to win ter ing grounds along the
California coast. Mon archs overwinter in many places along
our coast, but the best known spot is Pa cific Grove, where
thousands of Mon archs may be seen dur ing the win ter
months in “but terfly trees” throughout the town. Mon archs are
protected by law in Pa cific Grove, and any one dis turbing them 
may re ceive a fine or a jail sen tence.

Mon arch but ter flies are some what pro tected from pre da tion
because they feed on milk weed, a poi sonous plant that
makes the Mon archs them selves in edible to birds. A bird that
has tasted one Mon arch and be come sick learns not to eat
other Mon archs. The Mon arch’s bright, highly vis ible “warn ing
coloration” serves to re mind po tential pred ators of the but ter-
fly’s tox ic ity. The Vice roy but ter fly, Limenitis archippus, pos -
sesses col oration and hab its al most iden tical to those of the
Monarch, and en joys a cer tain de gree of pro tection from pre -
da tion be cause of this “pro tec tive mim icry.” Po ten tial pred a -
tors mis take the ed ible Vice roy for the un palatable Mon arch,
and there fore avoid the Vice roy.

The Mon arch, like other but terflies, passes through four
stages of de velopment, in a pro cess called meta morphosis.
The fe male lays her eggs on the un derside of a leaf, usu ally
of a milk weed plant. The striped cat erpillar that emerges three 
to twelve days later im mediately starts feed ing on the milk -
weed. Af ter sev eral molts, the full-grown larva finds a shel -
tered spot and sheds its skin once again, re vealing a pale
green pupa, or chrysalis. This is a rest ing stage dur ing which
the in sect re or ga nizes phys i o log i cally to form a but ter fly. Af ter
about two weeks the adult Mon arch emerges from the chrysa-
lis. The pro cess from egg to adult takes about five weeks.
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SHORE LINE PARK: Fol lows the shore line along Ocean View Blvd. from Point Cabrillo to Lover’s
Point. Paths and benches. Sev eral steep paths al low ac cess to pocket beaches; haz ardous surf.
Street park ing. The Monterey Bay Coastal Trail, a paved pe destrian and bi cycle path, runs the
length of the park pass ing through Andy Jacobsen Park, Ber wick Park, and Green wood Park. In -
for ma tion: (831) 648-5730

BER WICK PARK: Nar row grassy park south of the rail road tracks, with benches and a path;
street park ing only. Nearby Andy Jacobsen Park, at the foot of 7th St. and Ocean View Blvd., is a
small land scaped park on a slope. Green wood Park, at the foot of 13th St. and Ocean View Blvd.,
is a grassy park with a foot bridge that crosses a small creek run ning through the cen ter of the
park; view of the bay.

LOVER'S POINT: Grassy blufftop park with a park ing lot, benches, paths, pic nic ta bles, and grills, 
plus a small fish ing pier and three small pro tected sandy beaches accessible by stair ways.
Restrooms, pier, and beach south of the pier are wheel chair ac cessible. Pop ular div ing and surf -
ing spot; no dogs al lowed. Call: (831) 648-5730. 

The Pa cific Grove Ma rine Gar dens Fish Refuge is off shore; it is il legal to take any ma rine or plant
life with out a per mit. The Pa cific Grove Mu seum of Nat ural His tory at For est and Cen tral av enues
is free and is open 10 AM-5 PM Tues.-Sun.; ex hibits in clude dis plays of birds, shells, but terflies,
fish, ma rine mam mals, and In dian ar ti facts. Wheel chair-ac ces si ble restrooms are avail able. Mu-
seum: (831) 648-5716.

PERKINS PARK: Blufftop park with benches and a spectacular view of the bay; paths wind
through the ice plant. There is a small parking lot at the foot of Beach St. and an other at the foot of
Asilomar Ave., where there are pic nic ta bles and grills over looking the shore. Four stair ways pro -
vide ac cess to small pocket beaches. Un developed  Es planade Park is lo cated at Es planade and
Ocean View bou levards.

POINT PIÑOS LIGHT HOUSE RES ER VA TION: The light house was built in 1855 of 18-inch-thick
granite quar ried on site; now the old est con tinuously op erating light house on the west coast.
Open to the pub lic Thurs.-Mon. 1 PM-4 PM; small Coast Guard his torical mu seum. The Reserva-
tion is a pre serve for plants and wild life, such as the rare Tidestrom's lu pine, deer, sea ot ters, and
pelicans. Spec tacular coastal views from Point Piños. For in formation, call: (831) 648 5716.

ASILOMAR STATE BEACH AND CON FERENCE GROUNDS: Thirty six acres of rug ged rocky
shore, tidepools, sandy beach and dunes. Div ing area. Un safe swim ming; haz ardous rip cur rents.
Beach wheel chair is avail able.

Seventy-one acre con ference cen ter has con ference fa cilities and 28 lodges (313 rooms) nes tled
in a re stored dune hab itat and pine-oak for est. Crafts man style build ings by re nowned ar chitect
Julia Mor gan were des ignated an his toric land mark in 1987. Free guided na ture walks and cul -
tural his tory tours. Con ference Center in formation: (831) 372-8016.
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Shore line Park Ocean View Blvd., be tween Pt. Cabrillo and Lover’s Pt., Pa cific Grove • • • • • • • •

Ber wick Park Ocean View Blvd. and Monterey Ave., Pa cific Grove • • • • • •

Lover’s Point 17th St. and Ocean View Blvd., Pa cific Grove • • • • • • • • • • • •

Perkins Park Along Ocean View Blvd., N.W. of Lover’s Point, Pa cific Grove • • • • • • • • •

Point Piños Light house Res er va tion End of Light house Ave., W. of Asilomar Ave., Pa cific Grove • • • • •

Asilomar State Beach and Con ference Grounds Pico Ave. at Sun set Dr., Pa cific Grove • • • • • • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
PACIFIC GROVE
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Monterey pine Pinus radiata

Monterey Pine and Monterey Cy press

Famed for its beauty, the Monterey Pen insula con -
jures up vi sions of bluffs meet ing the sea. The area’s 
magnificent na tive trees are an in tegral part of this

scene. Among these, the Monterey cypress and the
Monterey pine are per haps the most well known.

The Monterey pine and cypress are mem bers of the closed
cone pine for est plant com munity–they are evergreen,
cone-bearing plants grow ing on or near the coast from sea
level to about 1,000 feet. Both oc cur in rel atively cool cli mates
with much fog, and reach a height of about 100 feet. Al though
each starts as a symmetrical tree, with age they both be come
flat-topped and fre quently take on a characteristic windblown
appearance.

Monterey pine, Pinus radiata, is quite easy to dis tinguish from 
a cy press by its nee dle-like leaves that oc cur in clus ters.

There are only four na tive stands of Monterey pine in the
world; the only main land stands are on Año Nuevo Point in
San Mateo County, on the Monterey Pen insula, and in Cam -
bria in San Luis Obispo County. The fourth is lo cated on is -
lands off Baja Cal ifornia. This tree has been planted out side
its na tive range and has, in fact, be come the most im portant
cultivated tim ber tree in the South ern Hemi sphere even
though its use in Cal ifornia, where it is vul nerable to nat ural
pests and dis eases, is severely lim ited.

The Monterey cypress, Cupressus macro carpa, is re stricted
to two na tive stands. Both are on the Monterey Pen insula im -
mediately ad jacent to the sea. The larger is at Peb ble Beach,
the sec ond in Point Lobos State Re serve. Monterey cypress
has been ex tensively planted along the coast as an or namen-
tal and windbreak.

Monterey cy press Cupressus macro carpa



17-MILE DRIVE: The fa mous scenic drive winds along the coast and through pine forests and
Monterey cy press groves in the Del Monte For est, in cluding nu merous pull-outs with spec tacular
views, pocket beaches, pic nic ar eas, eques trian trails, abun dant wild life, and sev eral pub lic golf
courses. There are five en trances with toll gates. Shore line pe destrian and bi cycle trails are avail -
able; pe destrians and bi cyclists may en ter free of charge. Call: (831) 624-3811. 

The fol lowing ar eas are along 17-Mile Drive: Span ish Bay, Point Joe, Seal and Bird Rocks,
Fanshell Beach, Cy press Point Look out, Crocker Grove, the Lone Cy press, Pescadero Point,
and Stillwater Cove.

SPAN ISH BAY REC RE ATIONAL TRAIL:  Pe destrian/bicycle path runs from Sun set Dr. and
Asilomar Blvd. through the na tive Monterey pine for est be hind the Span ish Bay Ho tel. One-quar -
ter mile be yond the ho tel the 4-foot-wide path merges with 17-Mile Drive. Pic nic ta bles are lo cated
along the path near the ho tel.

SPAN ISH BAY SHORE LINE PE DES TRIAN TRAIL: Ac cess to the pe destrian board walk that
crosses the dunes to North and South Moss Beach is from Asilomar State Beach. At Point Joe, a
wheelchair-accessible path con tinues for about one mile to Spy glass Hill Rd. just be yond Seal
Rock Creek. This mile-long section of fers many sce nic vis tas and passes by pocket beaches and
Seal and Bird Rocks. The trail con nects with the Del Monte For est Eques trian Trail net work at
Seal Rock Creek. Hik ers may continue in land through dunes and for est on the eques trian trails,
although there are no signs for wayfinding at the nu merous trail junc tions. No bi cycles or horses
are per mitted on the pe destrian trail.

FANSHELL BEACH: White sand cove used for pic nicking, fish ing, and swim ming. Sea ot ters fre -
quent the cove's wa ters. Closed for seal pupping sea son in the spring. 

STILLWATER COVE / LODGE AT PEBBLE BEACH: A small sandy beach and pier with hoist are
located at the south west end of the pri vate Beach Club. Fish ing and div ing al lowed dur ing day light
hours. Call: (831) 625-8507 for boat use fees and launch res ervations. Nearby Lodge at Peb ble
Beach has pub lic park ing and trails to beach. 

CARMEL CITY BEACH: Fine white sand beach bor dered by cy press trees; haz ardous surf. 120
parking spaces at the end of Ocean Av enue; crowded on week ends. Along Sce nic Road a
three-quarter mile long blufftop trail ex tends from 8th Ave. to Mar tin Way; there is street park ing
and eight stair ways and a ramp to ac cess the beach. Fires al lowed south of 10th Av enue. Vol ley-
ball court on back beach. Dog friendly beach; mutt mitts avail able. Wheel chair-accessible
restrooms off Ocean Av enue. Por table toi lets downcoast. In formation: (831) 624-3543

CARMEL RIVER STATE BEACH: The mile-long beach fea tures a bird sanc tuary la goon (just be -
fore the Car mel River emp ties into the sea) with a wide va riety of wa terfowl and song birds. No
power boats or dogs al lowed. North ern beach ac cess, park ing and wheel chair-accessible
restrooms at south end of Sce nic Road. Ac cess stairway at Isabella and Sce nic. South of Car mel
River off High way 1 ac cess is from Ribera Road. The south ernmost sec tion, off High way 1, is
Monastery Beach, also known as San Jose Creek Beach; pop ular with scuba di vers. The un der-
sea Car mel Bay Eco logical Re serve is off shore. Ocean swim ming and wad ing are ex tremely dan -
ger ous. In for ma tion: (831) 649-2836.
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17-Mile Drive Between Pa cific Grove and Car mel, Del Monte Forest • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Span ish Bay Rec re ational Trail Sunset Dr. and Asilomar Blvd., Pa cific Grove • • • •

Span ish Bay Shore line Pe des trian Trail Spanish Bay Rd., 17-Mile Drive • • • • • • • •

Fanshell Beach Signal Hill Rd., 17-Mile Drive • • • •

Stillwater Cove/Lodge at Peb ble Beach End of Cy press Dr., off Hwy. 1, Del Monte Forest • • • • •

Carmel City Beach Foot of Ocean Ave., Carmel • • • • • • • • • •

Carmel River State Beach Scenic Rd. at Carmelo St., Carmel • • • • • • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
17-MILE DRIVE / CARMEL
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Bixby Bridge



POINT LOBOS STATE RE SERVE: 1,276 acres of head lands with spec -
tacular views of the coast, sandy coves, beaches and tidepools.
Monterey cy press groves and more than 300 plant spe cies and 250 bird
and an imal spe cies. Nu merous sea lions can be seen on the rocks off -
shore at Sea Lion Point; Bird Island is a sanc tuary for thou sands of birds.
Sea ot ters can fre quently be seen from the bluffs. Interpretive cen ter
called Whaler’s Cabin contains ar tifacts from whal ing days. Open 11
AM-5 PM. Hik ing trails and pic nic ar eas. Swim ming in China Cove. Div-
ing ac cess in Whaler’s and Blue fish Coves by per mit only. No dogs. Ad -
mission fee. Open 9 AM-5 PM win ter; 9 AM-7 PM sum mer. In formation:
(831) 624-4909 or see www.pt-lobos.parks.state.ca.us/

Numerous paved and un paved high way pull-outs with sce nic views are
located on Hwy. 1 in Big Sur. These in clude: Ab alone Cove Vista Point
at Kasler Point; Not ley's Land ing just south of Palo Col orado Creek; a
turn-out just south of Rocky Creek Bridge; Vista Point, south of Bixby
Landing; Hur ricane Point, one mile south of Bixby Land ing, a paved
turn-out just south of Partington Cove; An derson Land ing just south of
Julia Pfeif fer Burns State Park; a vista point north of Lu cia; and a vista
point at Wil low Creek Bridge.

GARRAPATA STATE PARK: The park has two miles of beach front in -
cluding the out standing coastal head lands at Soberanes Point. The
2,879-acre park of fers di verse coastal veg etation with trails lead ing from
ocean beaches into dense red wood groves. Sea lions, har bor seals and
sea ot ters fre quent the coastal wa ters and Cal ifornia gray whales pass
close by dur ing their yearly mi gration. Offshore, the Cal ifornia Sea Ot ter
Game Ref uge ex tends along the en tire Big Sur Coast south into San Luis 
Obispo County. Do not dis turb the ot ters. Haz ardous cliffs. Leashed
dogs al lowed on beach only. Road side parking; outhouses.

East of High way 1 are the Soberanes Can yon Trail and the Rocky Ridge
Trail which form a four mile loop through the red woods and across the
ridge with sweep ing views; ap proximately 1850 feet of el evation gain.
Ad di tional lat eral trails. In for ma tion: (831) 624-4909.

BIXBY CREEK BRIDGE: A ma jor land mark of the Big Sur Coast, and
one of the world's lon gest con crete arch span bridges, 260 feet high and
over 700 feet long, with high way pull-outs on both sides and ob servation
alcoves on the bridge it self; spec tacular view.

POINT SUR STATE HISTORIC PARK: 2 ½ hour walk ing tour of Point
Sur Light house ev ery Sat urday and Sunday at 10:00 AM. First come,
first served. Tour in volves ½ mile walk each way. Fees charged. No food, 
drinks, or dogs. Park ing off High way 1 in front of the light sta tion; no
motorhomes or camp ers. For summer schedule or moon light tour in for-
mation, call: (831) 625-4419 or see www.light house-pointsur-ca.org.

ANDREW MOLERA STATE PARK: 4,749 acres of flatland, mead ows,
mountains, and sandy beach west of Hwy. 1. Day-use ar eas and walk-in
campground .3 mile from the dirt park ing lot. Firepits and chem ical toi lets
available; fee charged for camp ing. Three-night limit. The Big Sur River
flows through the park and emp ties into the ocean, forming a shal low la -
goon that is a bird sanc tuary; hik ing trails lead to the beach ad jacent to
the la goon and to the sce nic ridgetop to the south where var ious loops re -
turn the hiker to the flood plain. For in formation, call: (831) 667-2315.

BIG SUR CAMP GROUND: Pri vately owned, with sites in the red woods
and along the Big Sur River; cab ins, tent rentals, wa ter and elec tric hook -
ups, pic nic ta bles, laun dry, store, and play ground. Fee charged. Open all 
year, res ervations ac cepted. Con tact: High way 1, Big Sur 93920; (831)
667-2322.

RIV ER SIDE CAMP GROUND: Pri vately owned, with 46 camp sites in the 
redwoods and along the Big Sur River; fa cilities in clude cab ins, pic nic ta -
bles, playground, laun dry, and a swing ing foot bridge over the river. Tent
sites and R.V. sites. Fee charged. In formation: P.O. Box 3, Big Sur
93920; (831) 667-2414.

FERNWOOD PARK CAMP GROUND: Pri vately owned, with sites in the
redwoods and along the Big Sur River; camping and day use fees. Fire -
wood for sale.  Res taurant, bar, mo tel, and gro cery store. For in forma-
tion, call: (831) 667-2422.
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Point Lobos State Re serve W. of Hwy. 1 at Riley Ranch Rd., Carmel • • • • • • • • •

Garrapata State Park Hwy. 1, 2 mi. S. of Malpaso Creek, Big Sur • • • • • • •

Bixby Creek Bridge Hwy. 1, N. end of Old Coast Rd., Big Sur • • •

Point Sur State Historic Park Hwy. 1 at Point Sur • • • • • • • •

Andrew Molera State Park W. of Hwy. 1, S. end of Old Coast Rd., Big Sur • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Big Sur Campground Hwy. 1, 1.7 mi. N. of Pfeif fer Big Sur State Park • • • • • • • • •

Riv er side Camp ground Hwy. 1, 1.6 mi. N. of Pfeif fer Big Sur State Park • • • • • • • • • •

Fernwood Park Campground Hwy. 1, .7 mi. N. of Pfeif fer Big Sur State Park • • • • • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
NORTHERN BIG SUR

Andrew Molera State Park
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Pfeiffer-Big Sur State Park



PFEIFFER BIG SUR STATE PARK: 821 acres in the red woods and
along the Big Sur River. Fa cilities in clude 218 camp sites (each with a
stove and pic nic ta ble), a bi cycle camp area, group camp, hik ing trails,
store, and laun dry; no trailer hook ups. Some camp sites are wheel chair
accessible. Swim ming in the river; abun dant wild life. Pop ular spots along 
the trails in clude Pfeif fer Falls and the Gorge. Guided walks and camp fire
programs in the sum mer.

The park is open all year; for res ervations, call: 1-800-444-7275.
Seven-day camping limit June 1-Sept. 30. Fee charged for over night and 
day use. In formation: (831) 667-2315. The Big Sur Lodge has rooms and 
cabins, swim ming pool and sauna, res taurant, and gift shop. Call:
1-800-424-4787 or (831) 667-2171.

LOS PA DRES NA TIONAL FOR EST/VENTANA WIL DER NESS: The
National For est, which con sists of two sec tions, com prises al most two
million acres and ex tends into five coun ties, with 1,750 miles of rec re-
ational trails. The smaller sec tion is in Monterey County and in cludes part 
of the Big Sur Moun tains and the Santa Lu cia Moun tains. For gen eral in -
formation on the Na tional For est, call: (805) 968-6640.

The 230,000 acre Ventana Wil derness, within the for est, has a sys tem of
trails through wood lands and can yons. Cal ifornia camp fire per mit re -
quired dur ing the fire sea son, ap proximately May-October. Per mits and
information from the Monterey Dis trict Rang ers Of fice: U.S. For est Ser -
vice, 406 S. Mil dred St., King City 93930; for in formation, call: (831)
385-5434 or see www.r5.fs.fed.us/lospadres/

There are three places along the coast where in formation, maps and per -
mits can be ob tained, and where trails lead into the Na tional For est. Big
Sur Sta tion is 1 mile south of the main en trance to Pfeiffer Big Sur State
Park. Per mits can also be ob tained at Bottcher’s Gap sev eral miles in -
land of High way 1 on Palo Col orado Road which is ap proximately 10
miles south of Car mel. The Pa cific Val ley For est Sta tion is 33 miles south 
of the Big Sur Val ley.

PFEIF FER BEACH: A unit of Los Pa dres Na tional For est. A beau tiful
white sandy beach at the end of syc amore Can yon Rd., which is the sec -
ond right hand turn off Hwy. 1 south of Big Sur State Park. The turn-off,

which is one mile from the State Park en trance, is a sharp right turn
downhill. The two mile road to the beach is very nar row and wind ing. Pri -
vate prop erty is ad jacent; do not trespass.

The beach is at the end of a sandy trail lead ing from the park ing lot
through cy press trees, and is sur rounded by steep cliffs, sea stacks, and
sea caves. Spec tacular waves crash through nat ural arches in the rocks.
Sycamore Creek emp ties onto the beach into a small la goon. Haz ardous
surf, gusty winds. Fires are pro hibited. Beach open 6 AM-sun down.
Wheelchair-accessible restrooms. Fee charged for day use. In formation:
(831) 385-5434.

VENTANA CAMP GROUND: Pri vately owned 80 site camp ground in the 
red woods. Fee charged. Res er va tions rec om mended; ar rive be fore 6
PM. Res taurant, bar and gift shop up the hill at the re nowned Ventana
Inn. In for ma tion: (831) 667-2712.

POST RANCH INN: Pri vate re sort on ridge west of Hwy. 1; en trance op -
posite Ventana Camp ground. Loop trail through up land for est open to
public on a per mit ba sis; ob tain pass at en try ki osk.

JULIA PFEIFFER BURNS STATE PARK: 2,405 acres with wooded hik -
ing trails and pic nic ta bles; the restrooms are wheel chair ac cessible. A
paved foot path leads to a spec tacular over look of McWay Waterfall cas -
cading 80 feet into the ocean near Sad dle Rock; an other trail leads to a
picnic area near McWay Creek. Two en vironmental camp sites avail able
by res ervation, call: 1-800-444-7275. Day use and camping fees. Park
closes at sun set. In formation: (831) 667-2315.

Partington Cove is ac cessible by a trail on the west side of Hwy. 1, 1.8
miles north of the park en trance; look for an iron gate.  The trail leads
across Partington Creek via a wooden foot bridge and through a 200-foot
long tun nel cut into the cliff.

ESALEN IN STI TUTE: This re treat was an early cen ter for the “hu man
potential” move ment. Classes and workshops are of fered on ed ucation,
re li gion, phi los o phy, and the phys i cal and be hav ioral sci ences. In for ma -
tion: (831) 667-3000. Esalen’s hot springs are open to the pub lic 1:00 AM 
–3:00 AM Mon day-Sat ur day morn ings; fee charged; res er va tion re-
quired, call: (831) 667-3047. 

157

NAME LO CA TION

eeF
gnikraP/ecnartnE

gnikraP

s
moortseR

draugefiL

dnuorgp
maC

srewohS

stiperiF

hcaeB
otsriatS

hcaeB
ot

htaP

htaPekiB

liarT
gnikiH

delbasiDrofseitilicaF

seitilicaF
gnitaoB

gnihsiF

liarT
nairtseuqE

hcaeBydnaS

senuD

erohSykcoR

hcaeB
morf

dnalpU

rodirroC
maertS

ffulB

dnalte
W

Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park E. of Hwy. 1, 26 mi. S. of Carmel, Big Sur • • • • • • • • • • • •

Los Pa dres Na tional For est/Ventana Wil der ness Big Sur Coast • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Pfeif fer Beach W. of Hwy. 1, end of Sycamore Canyon Rd., Big Sur • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Ventana Camp ground Hwy. 1, 2.4 mi. S. of Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, Big Sur • • • • • • • •

Post Ranch Inn W. of Hwy. 1, 2.4 mi. S. of Pfeif fer Big Sur State Park, Big Sur • • •

Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park E. and W. of Hwy. 1, 11 mi. S. of Big Sur State Park, Big Sur • • • • • • • • • • • •

Esalen In sti tute W. of Hwy. 1, 14.6 mi. S. of Pfeif fer Big Sur State Park • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
BIG SUR

Pfeif fer Beach



Southern Sea Otter

The south ern sea ot ter, Enhydra lutris nereis, one of
the most in ter est ing of Cal i for nia’s ma rine mam-
mals, can be found off the coast be tween Santa

Cruz and Avila Beach in San Luis Obispo County. The sea
otter is a mem ber of the wea sel fam ily; adult males mea -
sure up to 4-1/2 feet long and weigh up to 85 lbs., while fe -
males are some what shorter and lighter. Ot ters have dense
fur rang ing in color from black to dark red, and short front
paws used pri marily for feed ing and groom ing; hind feet
are webbed and used as flippers for swimming.

Like pri mates, ot ters use tools in their daily rou tines. For ex -
ample, an ot ter will dive be neath the wa ter’s sur face and, with 
its paws, use a rock to re move shell fish from the sea bot tom;
once it has sur faced, the ot ter floats on its back, po sitions its
catch on its chest, and ham mers the shell un til ed ible por tions
are accessible.

The sea ot ters’ diet var ies ac cording to en vironment and the
length of time they have stayed in an area. Where kelp beds
are pres ent, ot ters will float in the beds and search for crabs
and snails; in coastal ar eas with sandy beaches, ot ters will
come ashore and forage for crabs and clams. When ot ters
first move into an area, their pre ferred diet con sists pri marily
of ab alone, sea ur chins, and crabs if the area is rocky, and
clams and crabs in sandy lo cations. As the pop ulation in -
creases and be comes es tablished, ab alone and sea ur chins
become less abun dant, and crabs be come the ot ters’ chief
food source; ot ters may also feed on other ma rine spe cies
such as squid, mus sels, lim pets, and sea stars.

To com pensate for the lack of blub ber that in sulates most ma -
rine mam mals, the av erage ot ter con sumes food that equals
up to 25% of its body weight daily. An ot ter con sumes 2.5
tons of food dur ing a sin gle year; this large quan tity of food fu -
els its me tabolism and main tains proper body tem perature.
Although its fur is not a very ef ficient in sulator in the wa ter, the 
ot ter me tic u lously grooms it to pro vide max i mum warm ing;
part of the groom ing pro cess in cludes roll ing vig orously in the
water to trap air bub bles in the fur.

The hunt ers’ de sire for the ot ter’s thick, at tractive fur nearly
re sulted in the an i mal’s ex tinc tion. Al though na tive North

Americans hunted the ot ter from Alaska to southern Cal ifornia
for many years, large-scale hunt ing did not oc cur un til the
mid-18th cen tury. Be tween 1741 and 1911, Rus sian, Amer i-
can, French, and Brit ish fur trad ers hunted ma rine mam mals
off the west ern coast of the United States and the ot ter pop u-
lation de clined to a near ex tinct level. In 1911 the Fur Seal
Treaty was signed and in cluded pro visions to pro tect the sea
otters; sub sequently, a num ber of state and na tional laws pro -
viding for ma rine mam mal pro tection were en acted. To day,
most of the south ern sea ot ters live within the Cal ifornia Sea
Otter Game Ref uge, a pro tected hab itat area be tween the
Carmel River in Monterey County and Santa Rosa Creek in
San Luis Obispo County. 

Spotting sea ot ters in off shore wa ters can be dif ficult be cause
otters of ten re main in kelp beds, and the kelp floats re semble
otter heads. One of the best times to ob serve ot ters is dur ing
feeding times, usu ally in the early morn ing and late af ternoon.
Sea gulls hov ering above kelp beds are a good in dicator of an 
otter’s pres ence, as gulls of ten wait above the beds to feed on 
scraps left by ot ters. With bin oculars one can ob serve the ot -
ters feed ing and groom ing them selves and their young; at
times it is even pos sible to hear ot ters pound ing on shells with 
rocks and pups crying out for their moth ers.

Sea ot ters are pro tected by state and fed eral law; it is illegal to
take or even to tem porarily pos sess a sea ot ter. Any per son find -
ing a dead, sick, or wounded ot ter or an ap parently aban doned
otter pup should not touch the an imal but should im mediately no -
tify the Cal ifornia De partment of Fish and Game at (805)
772-1135 or the Ma rine Mam mal Cen ter at (415) 289-7325.
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LANDELS-HILL BIG CREEK RE SERVE: The moun tainous 3,911-acre re serve is part of the
University of Cal ifornia Nat ural Re serve System and is used for teach ing and re search. The re -
serve sup ports a va riety of wild and en dangered plants and an imals. The Re serve holds an an -
nual openhouse. In formation: (831) 667-2543.

LIMEKILN STATE PARK: 33 camp sites in the red woods and on the beach; wheel chair ac cessi-
ble restrooms; show ers. Fire wood for sale. Fish ing; trails to wa terfalls and his toric lime kilns. In for-
mation: (831) 667-2403. For res ervations, call: 1-800-444-7275.

The fol lowing ar eas are units of the Los Pa dres Na tional For est: Pfeiffer Beach, Kirk Creek
Campground, Mill Creek Pic nic Ground, Sand Dol lar Pic nic Area and Beach, Plaskett Creek
Campground, Jade Cove, and Wil low Creek Pic nic Ground.

KIRK CREEK CAMP GROUND: 33 camp sites on the bluffs above a sandy beach; mag nificent
view of the coast.  At the south end of the camp ground a steep trail leads to the beach; diving area.
Fee for use of camp sites.  Wheel chair-accessible restrooms.  In formation: (831) 385-5434.

MILL CREEK PIC NIC GROUND: Two pic nic ta bles over look the ocean; a steep path leads to the
rocky shore, which is a div ing area. Pets per mitted on leash. The chem ical toi lets are wheel chair
accessible. Hang glid ers who launch from Plaskett Ridge use the blufftop as a land ing site. All
hang glid ers must reg ister with the Pa cific Val ley Ranger Sta tion. In formation: (805) 927-4111.

SAND DOL LAR PIC NIC AREA AND BEACH: Pic nic ta bles among the cy press trees; trails lead
across the field and down to a cres cent-shaped sandy beach. Pets must be leashed. Restrooms
are wheel chair ac cessible. Pop ular hang-glide land ing area. Fee charged. For in formation, call:
(831) 385-5434.

PLASKETT CREEK CAMP GROUND: 44 sites with pic nic ta bles and grills at the base of the
Santa Lu cia Moun tains. Fee charged for use of camp sites. Group sites for up to 50 per sons are
avail able by res er va tion; for in for ma tion, call: 1-800-283-2267.

JADE COVE: Look for the Los Pa dres Na tional For est sign on Hwy. 1. Shoul der park ing only; a
steep trail leads down the bluff to sev eral rocky coves. Div ing area. Named af ter the neph rite jade
found here. For in formation, call: (831) 385-5434.

WILLOW CREEK PICNIC GROUND: Day-use area along the rocky shore near where Wil low
Creek flows into the ocean; view of Plaskett Rock off shore. In formation: (831) 385-5434
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Landels-Hill Big Creek Reserve Hwy. 1, 7 mi. S. of Julia Pfeif fer Burns State Park • • •

Limekiln State Park Off Hwy. 1, 2 mi. S. of Lu cia • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Kirk Creek Camp ground W. of Hwy. 1, 4 mi. S. of Lu cia • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Mill Creek Picnic Ground W. of Hwy. 1, 5 mi. S. of Lu cia • • • • • • • • • •

Sand Dol lar Picnic Area and Beach W. of Hwy. 1, 11 mi. S. of Lu cia • • • • • • • • •

Plaskett Creek Camp ground E. of Hwy. 1, 11.7 mi. S. of Lu cia • • • • • • •

Jade Cove W. of Hwy. 1, 12.4 mi. S. of Lu cia • • • • •

Willow Creek Pic nic Ground W. of Hwy. 1, 14 mi. S. of Lu cia • • • • • • •

FACILITIES ENVIRONMENT

Monterey County
SOUTHERN BIG SUR




