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was to organize crowds around the refl ection upon the new constitu-
tion of their social relations, which were informed by the production 
and ordering of new needs and desires. Supported by the building of 
theaters in the 1830s, as well as the increasing private ownership of 
printing presses, and complemented by the Royal Economic Society’s 
initiatives to start a school of painting, the emergence of native poets, 
artists, and playwrights shows the production and elaboration of a 
society capable of disseminating, refl ecting on, and multiplying the 
implications of native consent for colonial rule.

To reiterate, one can hardly see the liberalization of the economy 
and the emergence of commodity culture as any more or less “emanci-
pating” than the colonial hegemony forged by frontier imperial rule—
with its fl exible administration and its rule of expediency. Yet, while 
the leap from one economy of debt to another may not guarantee the 
native’s emancipation from imperial sovereignty, it does illustrate that 
at least the native folk recognized a transformation at work in the 
principles and objectives of Spanish Christendom, which was bound to 
have profound effects on the life and labor of the colonized. Mere obli-
gation or indebtedness to the sovereign authority no longer suffi ced 
as an organizational principle behind colonial rule: Spanish author-
ity had to be the object of desire, made manifest in economic initia-
tive, political expressions of patriotism, and the growth of a colonial 
civil society. And no form of knowledge about the subjects ruled could 
remain isolated from the ceaseless task of (re)directing them, anticipat-
ing and acting upon their habits, traditions, behavior, creating an envi-
ronment wherein their pursuit of individual welfare would coincide 
with that of the colonial state—in short, from colonial governance.
Knowingly or unknowingly, natives had become constituent members 
of the authority that appeared to preside over them. Consciously or 
unconsciously, they had become subjects of desire and the calculation 
of that desire’s capacities.
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