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of solid urban wood waste from California’s crowded 
landfi lls.

In each major renewable energy category—solar, wind, 
geothermal, and biomass—California quickly jumped into 
the category of global pioneer. It was not always pretty, as 
anyone who drives to the wind farms near Palm Springs 
on Hwy. 10 can attest to. However, it was remarkable that a 
single state—albeit a giant one with a plethora of renewable 
energy in the northern, southern, eastern, and western parts 
of the state—could spawn an entire industry in less than 
a decade. Grants, fi nancing, and expertise from the world 
over were involved with these pioneering efforts, harshly 
criticized by the state’s utilities as well as industry skeptics 
all across the country.

Remarkably, California’s natural history and the corre-
sponding energy streams that fl owed from the sun, wind, 
biomass wastes, and volcanic activity below the surface all 
provided the basis for a slow transformation of electricity 
infrastructure that attracted attention all over the world, 
both for its boldness and its seeming naïveté (fi g. 9).

Figure 9. PURPA gave a large boost to the production of electricity from 
alternative sources in California.
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