











roll’s view that portraits of living people, not “Greesian and Roman statues,” will be his
concern.

Charles Carroll to Charles Willson Peale, October 29, 1767, in Lillian B. Miller, ed., The Selected Papers
of Charles Willson Peale and His Family (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1983), vol. 1.
It was a Pleasure to me to find by yours of the 17th March last that you were in a way of Ac-
quiring some Improvement in your Profession but I was a Little Surprized to hear from Mr An-
derson that you had thoughts of Leaving England to sail for Maryland the November follow-
ing the Dates of your letters as I supposed you would make your stay in England as Long as
Possible to Git all the Insight you Could and as I Calculated the Assistance you Carried from
Hence would Enable you to make a Longer Stay but I hope both Mr Anderson and myself were
mistaken and that you have Conducted yourself with that Prudence and Frugality that you will
not have occasion to hurry away before you have in some measure attained the Ends for which
you went—you are to Consider that you will never be able to make up to your self and family
the Loss of the opportunity and that those by whom you have been Assisted will be sorry to
find their money Thrown away but I hope as I before said that [ have been mistaken and those
hints are unecessary I have wrote to Mr Anderson and left it to his De[s]cretion in Case he should
Judge you Deserving to advance you Eight or Ten Guineas more on my Account

I observe your Inclination Leads you much to Painting in miniature I would have you Con-
sider whether that may be so advantageous to you here or whether it may suit so much the Taste
of the People with us as Larger Portrait Painting which I think would be a Branch of the Pro-
fession that would Turn out to Greater Profit here you Likewise mention the Copying of good
Painting by which I suppose you mean the Study of History Painting This I Look upon as the
most Difficult Part of the Profession and Requires the utmost Genius in the artist few arrive
at a High Point of Perfection in it And indeed in this Part of the world few have a Taste for it
and very few can go thro’ the Expence of giving that Encouragement that such an artist would
Desire—but after all Consult and be guided by the best of your own Genius and Study that
Branch to which your Disposition Leads you and that you Judge most Suitable to your Talents
you had better be a Good Painter in miniature than an Indifferent one in Either of the other
Branches and be assured that what I have above wrote and mentioned Proceeds from my De-
sire of your welfare.

Charles Willson Peale to John Beale Bordley, November 1772, in Miller, ed., The Selected Papers of Charles
Willson Peale and His Family, vol. 1.

I have my hands full. And I believe would allways find a Sufficiency between this and New York—
I have many reasons to like the place, but I would wish to be a little beforehand in the world
first, and as I have plenty of Bussiness in the Country of Maryland and Virginia in a little while
may promise myself to be at least clear of encumbrances—I am paying some debts now, altho
Iam at a considerable Expence for board and House keeping—My reputation is greatly increased
by a Number of New Yorkers haveing been here, who have given me the character of being the
best painter of America—that I paint more certain and handsomer Likenesses than Copley—
what more could I wish—I am glad I can please But Sir how far short of that excellence of some
painters, infinately below that perfection, that even portrait Painting I have seen may be car-
ried to in a Vandyke My enthusiastic mind forms some idea of it but I have not the Execution,
have not the ability, or am I a Master of Drawing—what little I do is by mear immatation of
what is before me, perhaps I have a good Eye, that is all, and not half the application that I now
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think is necessary—a good painter of either portrait or History, must be well acquainted with
the Greesian and Roman statues to be able to draw them at pleasure by memory, and account
for every beauty, must know the original cause of beauty—in all he sees—these are some of
the requisites of a good painter, these are more than I shall ever have time or opportunity to
know, but as I have variety of Characters to paint I must as Rambrant did make these my Anticks
and improve myself as well as I can while I am provideing for my support.
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