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regions but also in heavily populated areas distant from the 
poles. Worldwide alarm at the potentially lethal eff ects of 
greater ultraviolet exposure led to international agreements 
to phase out most CFC production, including novel subsi-
dies to help developing nations adopt less damaging refrig-
erants and solvents. However, the phaseout has been slow. 
China and India continue to release large quantities of CFCs 
despite the agreements, and the United States and Canada 
still account for 15 percent of world CFC production. Less-
damaging related compounds called HCFCs are still permit-
ted — and used in enormous quantities in Chinese-made air 
conditioners. In addition, a compound 30 to 60 times more 
damaging to the ozone layer than CFCs, highly toxic methyl 
bromide, is widely used in the United States and elsewhere 
to fumigate timber and also soil for strawberries, fl owers, 
grapes, and almonds. Its phasing out has been repeatedly 
prolonged.

Th us chemicals in the atmosphere will go on attacking 
the ozone layer for many decades — everywhere, not just in 
the “ozone hole” above the Antarctic. Meanwhile, we do not 
know all the eff ects increased ultraviolet exposure will have. 
It reduces the population of plankton — tiny beings that 
drift in the sea and provide food for fi sh and whales — and 
cuts outputs of rice and soybeans, the basic foods of billions 
of people. It’s already causing increased skin cancers and 
cataracts in humans and other animals, and markedly higher 
rates are expected. Greater exposure to ultraviolet rays may 
also damage our immune and reproductive systems.

Th e air circulates carbon to all oxygen producers and 
brings their oxygen to us. We should not continue human 
activities that cause it to bring death and disease.
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