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judged in the light of Lawrence Kramer’s important chapter “Powers of Blackness,”
in Musical Meaning: Toward a Critical History (Berkeley and Los Angeles: Univer-
sity of California Press, 2002), p. 198, where he discusses citations of black music that
do not identify with the “powers of blackness” but rather “enclose” them. Accord-
ing to Hilton Als in The New Yorker (26 September 2005, consulted online on
www.newyorker.com/critics/content/articles/050926crbo), Jill Watts’s recent book
Hattie McDaniel: Black Ambition,White Hollywood (New York:Amistad, 2005) in-
cludes a reference to Martin Luther King Jr., aged nine, having sung “in the all-black
chorus that sang in the movie theatre before the lights went down” at the premiere
of Gone with the Wind in Atlanta.
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