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during the summer of 2001 offered fi nancial incentives for 
residents and businesses to not use electricity during peak 
demand periods in the late afternoons and early evenings. A 
massive installation of compact fl uorescent light bulbs and 
high-effi ciency motors helped California save 5,000 mega-
watts, the equivalent electricity to power a city the size of Los 
Angeles. Unfortunately, roughly half of these effi ciency gains 
disappeared in 2002, when the crisis ended and the sense of 
urgency and camaraderie waned.

These two success stories point the way to the future. 
They are the direct result of California’s experiment with 
opening up markets to new players, some of which gouged 
state consumers, others of which helped push forward the 
next generation of clean power technologies.

None of this human drama, interestingly enough, would 
have been possible if not for natural processes that evolved 
over millions of years and that never knew the difference 
between a “blue” or a “red” state or a private or public  utility. 
The next two sections of this book provide an overview of all 

Plate 34. Large solar PV array near Lake Oroville at dusk.
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of the energy sources you depend upon to support your cur-
rent lifestyle, with particular emphasis on electricity, fossil 
fuels, and renewable energy. For each energy source exam-
ined, particular attention is placed on the role  California 
played in their maturation as a viable option in today’s 
 carbon-constrained world.
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