










36. September or October 1903, to David Twichell, New York

Dear Dave,

Why don’t you occasionally write damn you anyway I hear good reports from time to 
time and hence the pyrimids.29 Willis Wood spent a day with us recently & tells us you’re
in good form and an able foreman in the “wheez factory.”30 Del Wood took me to Keene
Valley over Labor Day. We didn’t seize any panthers, but had an agreeable time though 
am afraid I was a disturbing element being full of malaria . . . quinine and whisky at the
time. YES. The flat is filled with 2 new dogs. Harry Farmer of Bart’s class and Walter 
McCormack, a cousin of Vance.

Winter and Malony held a convention last evening. W insists upon more authority, 
that Malony’s position is of the character of a secretaryship and not the vaunted idea in
any sense of imperial treasurer or controller; that the bills be paid by him because when 
he don’t want to, when he won’t, then for just this reason, it can’t be, because and why not
etc. etc. A stenographer on the scene would have furnished Weber & Fields a 3rd act.

Bill takes it so placidly that my crys are most for Keyes, but for no real reason other-
wise. Saw Morris Ely a while ago and says Joe is at present a good 2nd in the quarterback
business I hope he keeps along through this season and doesn’t get laid up.

We finally succeeded in placing that shanty on the mountain in Ridgefield, but did it
unbeknownst to Aunt Amelia fearing adverse suggestions. It makes a good young camp.
Geo Lewis went up with me last month taking Sat. afternoon oª. What! We spent the night
on the mountain. Having no curtains on the window, it took 2 hours of kind words to get
the old scrinch to disrobe. He being afraid that some farmer’s wives in the next house
(about 3 miles down in the valley) would peek at him. He walked all day long in a circle
among the woods and discovered an egg—that Benedict Arnold laid in the battle of
Ridgefield. Remember me to Deac.31 Is he with you and answer this soon.

Sincerely,
Chas E. Ives

34 childhood,  hopkins,  and yale

29. This is the first of several references to the mysterious “pyramids” in the correspondence. See also Letter 369.
30. Twichell worked as a physician in a tuberculosis sanatorium at Saranac Lake, New York.
31. David and Harmony Twichell’s older brother, Edward.
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